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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTIO, ENRG, SY 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN SYRIAN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 
REF: BEIRUT 7558 

1. SYRIAN PETROLEUM MINISTER ADNAN MUSTAPHA TOLD AN 
EMBASSY OFFICER JULY 5 THAT HE WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED 
IN THE "WEAK RESPONSE" OF AMERICAN OIL COMPANIES 
TO HIS GOVERNMENT'S PUBLISHED INVITATION TO FOREIGN 
FIRMS TO BID ON OIL LEASES. HE SAID THAT TRENDEX, 

PHILLIPS, AMOCO, AND MILFORD HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 

HIS GOVERNMENT, BUT IMPLIED THAT THEIR QUERIES 

DID NOT INDICATE SERIOUS INTEREST. ALREADY CONCESSIONS HAD BEEN 

AWARDED TO THE HUNGARIANS AND RUMANIANS, AND MUSTAPHA THOUGHT 

THAT AMERICAN FIRMS WOULD LOSE OUT ALTOGETHER IF THEY 

DID NOT REACT MORE POSITIVELY. HE SAID HE COULD NOT 
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SUCCESS OF TRIPCO'S RECENT BID FOR OFFSHORE EXPLORATION 
AND EXPLOITATION RIGHTS. 

2. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT ADDRESSEES TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO 
BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF AMERICAN OIL 
FIRMS SYRIA'S DESIRE TO INCREASE AMERICAN PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HER PETROLEUM POTENTIAL. 

SYRIA INVITED BIDS IN AN ADVERTISEMENT IN BRITISH 
JOURNAL "ECONOMIST", JUNE 7, 1975; DETAILS CAN BE 
OBTAINED BY CABLING "PETSYRIA, DAMASCUS, MINISTRY OF 
PETROLEUM, HEAD OF PETROLEUM CONTRACTS GROUP." TELEX 
11006. 

MURPHY 
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